LILY POISONING
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Lilys are considered to be beautiful flowers.  We have them in vases in our homes and they are grown in our gardens but they are very toxic to cats
How can a cat become poisoned?

If any part of the plant is eaten the cat may be poisoned.  Kittens are especially prone due to the fact that they like to explore and chew many things in their environment.  Older cats can be affected by simply brushing against the flower and getting the pollen on their coat.  They then ingest the pollen as they groom their fur later.
What clinical signs might warn me that my cat may have been poisoned?

The main signs of lily poisoning include vomiting, anorexia and depression – this happens within a couple of hours of ingesting of any part of the plant.  The initial vomiting can stop and then resume up to 3 days later.  Other signs of poisoning include salivation, swollen face or paws, respiratory problems, seizures and paralysis.
This type of poisoning can cause renal failure, which is a life threatening condition.  Even if a cat has survived lily poisoning, it can still be left with chronic renal problems and even pancreatitis.

I think my cat has eaten a lily, what should I do?

If you suspect your cat may have been poisoned by a lily it is important that it be taken to a veterinary surgeon as fast as possible.  If the cat is fractious it is usually best to wrap it in a towel and put it in a box to prevent it from hurting itself or you.  This also prevents the cat from ingesting further coat contamination.  It is NOT advisable to try to make the cat sick, for example by giving salt, washing soda or mustard, since none of these compounds work effectively in cats.  It is best to call the veterinary practice to warn them that you are coming and give them time to prepare any treatments your cat may need.
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The most dangerous types of lilies for felines are the Tiger Lily (Lilium Tigrinum), Day Lily (Hemerocalis), Stargazer Lily (Lilium Orientalis), Easter Lily (Lilium Longiflorum), Rubrum Lily (Lilium Speciosum), Japanese Show Lily (Lilium Lancifolium) and Asiatic Lillies.
